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historians nave described it as strange and surprising. To
us, on tne contrary, it seems that no contest could he more
natural. Heretofore the great strife had been in what way
to secure the reversion or possession of that great dignity ;
whereas now the rivalship lay in declining it. But surely
such a competition had in it, under the circumstances of the
Empire, little that can justly surprise us. Always a post of
danger, and so regularly closed hy assassination that in a
course of two centuries there are hardly to he found three
or four cases of exception, the imperatorial dignity had now
become burdened with a public responsibility which exacted
great military talents, and imposed a perpetual and personal
activity. Formerly, if the Emperor knew himself to be
surrounded with assassins, he might at least make his throne,
so long as he enjoyed it, the couch of a voluptuary. The
" Ave Imperator I" was then the summons, if to the supremacy
in passive danger, so also to the supremacy in power, and
honour, and enjoyment. But now it was a summons to
never-ending tumults and alarms, an injunction to that sort
of vigilance without intermission which even from the poor
sentinel is exacted only when on duty. Not Rome, but the
frontier ; not the aurea domus3 but a camp, was the imperial
residence. Power and rank, whilst in that residence, could
be had in no larger measure by Caesar as C<Bsar than by the
same individual as a military commander-in-chief; and, as
to enjoyment, that for the Roman Imperator was now extinct.
Rest there could be none for him. Battle was the tenure by
which he held his office ; and beyond the range of his
trumpet's blare his sceptre was a broken reed. The office of
Osesar at this time resembled the situation5 (as it is sometimes
described in romances) of a knight who has achieved the
favour of some capricious lady, with the present possession
of her castle and ample domains, but which he holds under
the known and accepted condition of meeting all challenges
whatsoever offered at the gate by wandering strangers, and
also of jousting at any moment with each and all amongst
the inmates of the castle, as often as a wish might arise to
benefit by the chances in disputing his supremacy.

It is a circumstance, moreover, to be noticed in the aspect
of the Roman Monarchy at this period, that the pressure of